The principles of medical police have been acted upon in England from a very early period ; certainly 600 years ago. But, in fact, these principles may be traced in all societies of men, however primitive; the adoption of them may be termed an instinct. The common law against nuisances contains the kernel of our medical police, the term nuisance meaning anything by which the health or the personal safety, or the conveniences of the subject might be endangered. Thus it is contrary to law to divide a messuage in a town for poor people to inhabit, by which it will be more dangerous in time of infection. Mr 
